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CROSS-CURRICULAR TEACHER COLLABORATION IN ESP DISCIPLINES

Cross-curricular coordination in teaching professional disciplines and English for Specific Purposes (ESP)
plays a vital role in equipping students with the linguistic and professional skills necessary for their careers.
Integrating specific knowledge with language instruction enables students to develop a deeper understanding of
specialized terminology, enhance their ability to comprehend and produce professional texts, and communicate
effectively in their particular fields. This coordination requiresclose collaboration between language instructors to
ensure that course content is aligned, relevant, and practical. Despite its benefits, cross-curricular presents
challenges, including differences in teaching methodologies, curriculum design constraints, and the need for
continuous adaptation to evolving professional demands. Effective strategies to address these challenges include
joint curriculum development, co-teaching models, interdisciplinary workshops, and project-based learning
approaches. When successfully implemented, cross-curricular teaching not only improves students’ academic
performance but also enhances their professional readiness, critical thinking skills, and cross-cultural
communication abilities. This paper explores the key principles, challenges, and strategies of interdisciplinary
collaboration, highlighting best practices that contribute to a more effective and holistic educational experience.
Studentsare engaged in the process of practicing the language, which makes it a key way to completely understand
the role of being able to compete in their specific field.
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Functioning as a lingua franca for various spheres such as business, technology and education, English makes it
possible to integrate language learning with professional disciplines in a globalised world. Knowing English has
become a necessity. Cross-curricular teaching English for Specific Purposes (ESP) and other professional disciplines
enriches students’ educational experiences and prepares them for the demands of their career paths. The integration
of English for ESP with professional disciplines is an example of how teaching can enhance language skills tailored
to specific contexts. This combination of language and professional skills makes it a successful approach to be
considered by those who design the programme and consult each other.

Teaching English for Specific Purposes (ESP) has been the subject of extensive research, highlighting its
significance in enhancing students’ communicative competence within their respective fields. As Bracaj states
‘...ESP derives from the need to use language as a tool in facilitating success in professional life. [1, p.42]

Traditional language teaching methods have often focused on specifically language learning and its structure,
e.g. grammar, structures and rules, whereas interdisciplinary coordination focuses on teaching as a holistic approach
in terms of the context given.

Traditional models of education often showcase specific subjects and language learning as isolated domains.
However, this model of separating fails to address the nature of real-world settings, where language and professional
knowledge appear to be inseparable. Effective cross-curricular teaching is likely to bridge this gap, fostering a
holistic learning approach. Mansilla and Gardner state that there is more to 're-emerging awareness of
interdisciplinarity as a pervasive form of knowledge production' [4, p.1], For instance, engineering students need to
comprehend and produce technical documentation in English, while business students must be proficient in
negotiating, presenting, and corresponding in international contexts. By aligning English instruction with the content
and objectives of professional disciplines, educators can make language learning more relevant, impactful and
beneficial for both sides.

Teaching ESP has been widely discussed in educational research. However, several aspects remain
underexplored.

The success of programmes often hinges on effective collaboration between language instructors and experts.
However, barriers such as differences in teaching methodologies and lack of mutual understanding can impede this
collaboration. Research into professional development programmes that facilitate better communication and
cooperation between faculty members from different disciplines is still limited.

Student perspectives and outcomes are argued to be relevant. There is a scarcity of studies focusing on
students’ experiences in programmes that combine ESP with professional disciplines. Understanding how students
perceive the integration of language learning with their specific studies, and how it impacts their academic
performance and career readiness, is crucial for designing effective curricula. The phenomenon of this process of
teaching is that it is multi-faceted and to justify ‘the interdisciplinary approach, its object of study must be
multifaceted, yet its facets must cohere. [5, p.2]



Based on the analysed material, it is possible to see the benefits of interdisciplinary coordination. In terms of
contextualized learning, it is stated that linking ESP with professional subjects ensures that students learn language
skills in context. Instead of generic language exercises, students engage with specific vocabulary, scenarios, and
communication tasks, making their learning practical and applicable. When students see the direct relevance of their
English studies to their professional goals, their motivation increases. This relevance fosters a deeper engagement
with both language and subject content.

Cross-curricular coordination in teaching also develops essential soft skills, such as teamwork, critical
thinking, and problem-solving, as students work on projects that require both technical expertise and effective
communication. Students may gain a competitive edge in the job market, as they can confidently navigate both
technical and communicative aspects of their roles.

By practicing language within the context of their field, students retain vocabulary and structures more
effectively. This interdisciplinary approach also allows students to apply theoretical knowledge in realistic
scenarios, bridging the gap between classroom learning and real-world application.

In the wake of effective integration, these strategies may be involved:

1. Educators from language and professional disciplines should collaborate to design a curriculum that aligns
learning objectives. For example, an engineering course might include modules where students draft technical
reports or deliver project presentations in English.

2. Interdisciplinary projects can serve as a platform for cross-curricular coordination. For instance, business
students could create a marketing plan and pitch it in English, combining subject knowledge with language
proficiency.

3. Project-Based Learning (PBL) PBL involves student-centered projects that require both professional
knowledge and language proficiency. Projects may involve simulations, case studies, or collaborative assignments
that mimic real-world tasks, such as writing a technical report or conducting a business presentation. Using case
studies and real-world simulations in both language and professional courses can help students apply their
knowledge in practical contexts.

4. Digital tools, such as learning management systems, virtual simulations, and industry -specific software, can
support the integration of ESP and professional studies. For example, virtual reality can simulate workplace
environments where students practice both technical and linguistic skills. Simulation is one of the most effective
scenarios to help students see, evaluate and perceive various true life situations where they anticipate possible
problems.

Despite its advantages, implementing interdisciplinary coordination poses challenges, including:

« Coordination between departments requires time, effort, and shared goals. Regular meetings and joint

planning sessions can foster alignment.

« Creating interdisciplinary materials and activities can be resource-intensive. Sharing resources and leveraging

open educational tools can mitigate this issue.

« Evaluating interdisciplinary outcomes can be complex Developing rubrics that assess both technical and

linguistic competencies can address this challenge.

Teaching English for Specific Purposes is an essential strategy for equipping students with the skills they need in
the modern working world. By fostering collaboration between experts and language professionals, institutions can
create a more cohesive and impactful learning experience. Not only does this approach enhance students’
professional and linguistic competencies but also prepares them to thrive in a dynamic, interconnected world. With
clear planning, collaborative frameworks, and institutional support, ESP and professional disciplines can be
effectively integrated to develop proficient, versatile professionals.
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Onena Ocmadpitiuyx

MUKITPEJMETHA KOOPIHUHAIIIA Y HABYAHHI ®AXOBHX JUCIIAILIIH AHIJITHCHKOIO
MOBOKO

Misxcnpeomemna KoopOuHayis y HAGUAHHI PaAxo8ux OUCYUNIIH A aHeAIlCbKOI MO6U 3a NpogecitHum
cnpamyeanuam (ESP) gidizpae easicaugy ponv y 3abe3neyenti cnyoenmis MOSHUMY Ma Npopeciuinumu HaguyKamu,
HeoOXiOHuUMU O ix Kap epu. Inmeepayis npoghecilinux 3HAHL i3 GUEUEHHAM MOBU O00360J5€ CHYOEeHMam 2aubuie
PO3YMimu cneyianizogany mepmiHoI02i0, NOKPAWUMU CE010 30AMHICMb PO3YMImMU ma cmeopiosamu npo@eciiui
MeKCmu, d MaxKoiC eqpeKmueHo CniIKyeamucs y ceoix cneyianizosanux cgpepax. Lle eumazae micnoi cnienpayi oo
NepeKoHamucs, wo 3Micm Kypcy € Y32000CeHUM, akmyanvHum i npaxmuunum. Hessaoicaiouu na ceoi nepegazu,
MidcnpeOMenHe 8UKIAOAHHS CMBOPIOE NpoONIeMU, GKIIOYAIOYU BIOMIHHOCMI 8 Memo00a02ii 6UKIAOAHHS,
00MedicenHs NAAHY HABYANbHOT NPO2Pamu ma HeoOXiOHICMb ROCMITHOT adanmayii 00 MIHIUGUX NPO e CIUHUX BUMO2.
Edexmusni cmpamezii nodonanns yux npobiem 6KIHOUANOMb CRIIbHY PO3POOKY HAGYANBHUX NPOSPAM, MOOei
CRINbHO20 BUKIAOAHHS, MIJICOUCYUNTIHAPHI CeMIHapu ma ni0Xoo0u 00 NPOECKMHO20 HABYAHHA. Y pasi ycniuinozo
6NPOBAVICEHHST MIJDCNpeOMemHe SUKIAOAHHS He MIIbKU NOKPAWYe aKadeMiuHy YCRIwHicmb cmyOoeHmis, ane U
nokpawye ix npogeciiiny 20moGHICMb, HAGUYKU KPUMUYHO2O MUCHEHHS Ma 30I0HOCMI 00 MINCKYAbMYPHOT
KomyHikayii. ¥ yiti cmammi 00Cioicyiomubcs KIo408i npuHyunuy, npoobiemu ma cmpamezii MidcOuCyuniiHapHoi
cnienpayi, 6uUCEImMIIOIOMbCs nepedosi NPAKMUKU, K Cnpusiionms Oilbul eQeKmusHoMy ma YiniCHOMY OCG8IMHbOMY
nioxody. Bzaemoois na pigui nadasauis i 3000y6auié 0CGIMHIX NOCAYe € KIIOYOBUM e1eMeHMOM Ol OMPUMAHHS
NOBHOT KAPMUHU | PO3YMIHHS, HA WO 6 YbOMY YUK CLIO0 36epmamu y8azy.

Kniouoei cnosa: midsicnpeomemna xoopoumayis, Gaxoei OUCYUnIiHu, AHNICbKA MO8A 3a NpoecitiHum
CHPAMYBAHHSIM.
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